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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexargdria, VA 2231 3-1 450 $r\ August 3. 2004 . 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Cathi H. Turner 
Date of Signature: 




Re: U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/763,439 for 

LIGATING CLIP WITH INTEGRAL TISSUE-SECURING 

MECHANISM 

OurRef. No. 1439/11 



Sir: 



Please find enclosed in connection with the subject U.S. patent application 
the following documents: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages); 

2. Form PTO-1449 (1 page) in duplicate; 

3. Copies of cited references (7 references); and 

4. A return-receipt postcard to be returned to us with the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office filing stamp thereon. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with 
the filing of this correspondence to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENKINS, WILSON & TAYLOR, P.A. 



REJ/MJC/cht 
Enclosures 

Customer No: 25297 



Richard E. Jenkins 
Registration No. 28,428 



tel 91 9.493.8000 
fox 91 9.419.0383 



Jenkins, Wilson & Taylor, P.A. 
JenkinsWilsonTaylor.com 



University Tower, Suite 1 400 I 3100 Tower Boulevard I Durham, North Carolina 27707 




PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: Gallagher et al. 



Group Art Unit: 3731 



Serial No.: 10/763.439 



Examiner: Not Assigned 



Filed: January 23, 2004 



Docket No.: 1439/11 



Confirmation No.: 6832 

For: LIGATING CLIP WITH INTEGRAL TISSUE-SECURING MECHANISM 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, applicants' undersigned 
attorney brings to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the document listed 
on the attached form PTO-1449. A copy of the reference as well as attached Form 
PTO-1449. Copies of the references as well as Form PTO-1449 are attached hereto. 
This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or that a 
reference is relevant merely because cited. 

The examiner's attention is further directed to the commonly-assigned co- 
pending U.S. patent application listed in the following table. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Serial No.: 10/763,439 

§1. 98(b)(3), the commonly-assigned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application is identified by 
inventor, application number, and filing date. 



Inventor(s) 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


Richard J. Gallagher; and 
Lowell M. LaFreniere 


10/766,800 


January 28, 2004 



Early passage of the subject application to issue is earnestly solicited. 

Although no fee is believed to be due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any fees associated with the filing of this correspondence to Deposit Account 
No. 50-0426 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENKINS, WILSON & TAYLOR, P.A. 



Date: August 2. 2004 

Customer No.: 25297 
1439/11 REJ/MJC/cht 
Enclosures 



By: (\^yUf9 U^( £ [WJ/U^ , 
Richard E. Jenkins \\ 



Registration No. 28,428 
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F<%jyi PTO-IAHrUS. Department of Commerce 

PatpnTaiuT Traripmark Offirp 

List of Documents Cited by Applicant 


Attorney Docket No.: 1439/1 1 


Serial No.: 
10/763,439 




Applicant(s): Gallagher et al. 




Filing Date: January 23, 2004 


Group: 3731 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 


No. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing date if 
Appropriate 




1 


5,514,159 


05/07/1996 


Matula et al. 


606 


232 






2 


5,474,572 


12/12/1995 


Hayhurst 


606 


232 






3 


5,376,101 


12/27/1994 


Green et al. 


606 


232 






4 


5,330,442 


07/19/1994 


Green et al. 


606 


232 






5 


5,282,832 


02/01/1994 


Toso et al. 


606 


232 






6 


5,100,416 


03/31/1992 


Oh et al. 


606 


139 






7 


5,078,731 


01/07/1992 


Hayhurst 


606 


232 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant 


Translation 
Yes | No -. 
















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 









EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



*Examiner Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



